How to get directory/folder names & filenames into Excel

In this example, MP3 files are saved in a Music folder (directory) with folders for
artists and then subfolders for album title.

1. Press windows key, type “emd” (without quote marks) and press Enter to run
2. If music is all in the music folder on your PC hard drive, do as follows:

a. Type “cd\users\user\Music” and press enter, without the quote marks,
where user = my own username (change to your own username, if different):

BN C\Windows\Systemn32icmd.exe

reserved.

C:\Users\user\Musicrg

Note: If your music is elsewhere, locate the folder it is in - change drives and/or
directories with e.g. “d:” then enter and/or “cd\music” then enter etc. (cd = change
directory)

b. To see all folders, followed by all folders and subfolders in the music folder,
type “dir /s /b /o:n /a:d” (without the quote marks) and press enter:

Ex C:\Windows\System 32\ cmd.exe

ry Stardust and the Spiders from Mars [Bonus Tracks]

4. In the command prompt box, highlight the lines you want to export to Excel with
your mouse. Copy (Ctrl+C) - the white highlighting will disappear



5. In Excel, under Paste, click on “Use Text Import Wizard...
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Note: If you attempt to open Excel after copying the text in the command prompt, it

will disappear off the clipboard and you will need to go back to highlighting and
copying it again

6. You should see a box like the one below, with a sample of what you have copied.
Click Next (with settings as shown)

Text Import Wizard - Step 1 of 3 ? X

The Text Wizard has determined that your data is Delimited.
If this is correct, choose Mext, or choose the data type that best describes your data.
Driginal data type

Choose the file type that best describes your data:
@ - Characters such as commas or tabs separate each field.

O Fixed width - Fields are aligned in columns with spaces between each field.

Start import at row: |1 = File grigin: | Windows [ANSI) ~

|:| My data has headers.

Preview of selected data:

WUsershuser\Music\David Bowie\RAladdin Sane ~
WUsershuser\Music\David Bowie\Changesbowie

WUsershuser\Music\David Bowie\David Bowie

\Users\user\Music\David Bowie\David Live Disc 1

\Users\user\Music\David Bowie\David Liwve Disc 2 W

]

Cancel < Back FEinish

7. On step 2, make sure the only delimiter checked is “Other:” and next to it, type a
backslash (“\):

Text Import Wizard - Step 2 of 3 ? X

This screen lets you set the delimiters your data contains, You can see how your text is affected in the
preview below.

Delimiters
O 1ab
[ semicolon [] Treat consecutive delimiters as one
Text gualifier: |- e
Data preview
sers Jser plusic Pavid Bowie Rladdin Sane ~

sers user Music Pavid Bowie angeshowie
sers Jser Music Pavid Bowie Pavid Bowie
sers lser Music Pavid Bowie Pavid Live Disc 1

sers lser Music Pavid Bowie Pawvid Live Disc 2 W

Cancel < Back Finish




8. Click on Next, and on step 3 of 3 click “Finish”

Text Import Wizard - Step 3 of 3 ? x

This screen lets you select each column and set the Data Format.

Column data format

@ General .

‘General’ converts numeric values to numbers, date values to dates, and
Olext all remaining values to text,
O Date: | DMY s Advanced...

O Do not import column (skip)

Data preview

eperalCeperCeperabenara] Cenexrzl
sers user Music Pavid Bowie Rladdin Sane [l
sers user Music Pavid Bowie [Changesbowie

sers user Music Pavid Bowie Pavid Bowie
sers user Music Pavid Bowie Pavid Liwve Disc 1
sers user Music Pavid Bowie Pavid Liwve Disc 2 w

Cancel < Back Mext >

9. Voila:
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7 C: Users user Music David Bow Early On ( |964-1966)
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Or, tidying up, here is an extract showing some Bowie Album Titles/Disk Numbers:
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Note 1:

If I only want a list of the artists, in my example | would copy the upper lines from the
command prompt box, where it only shows the folders and not the subfolders

Note 2:
If | type “dir /s” in the command box, | see the whole lot including songs/filenames.

Here, a delimiter used could be a fixed width one, perhaps, to extract song titles:

B Select C:\Windows\System32\cmd.exe
4/2@1 20
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